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Working to support initiatives designed, managed and run by women in Wales and 

Africa  

Charity number 1126029 

TRUSTEES 

Jennifer Twelvetrees, Founder and Chair 

Val Jones, Vice Chair and Volunteer Leader, Volunteering for Skills project   

Melanie Rocyn-Jones, Secretary and SWANFRICA link  

Tessa Davies, Treasurer 

Carolina Banza , Assistant Treasurer 

Edna Wachira   Volunteer Coordinator, Sanitary Dignity Project Wales/Africa  

Nancy Lidubwi, Volunteer link on GWEN project. 

Volunteers                   

Claudia Mollzahn, Camilla Lovelace, Liz Hughes, Lydie Sandine Ganmou, Michelle Rue,  

Solomie Yemane, and all the women who staffed the rota for the Pop Up Shop. 

 Sessional Worker    

Claudia Mollzahn 
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THANK YOU to our Supporters, Partners and Funders 

 

Swansea Women’s Asylum and Refugee Support Group, Swansea Environment 

Centre,  Centre for African Entrepreneurship, The Big Lottery Fund ( Awards for All), 

Santander Bank, SCVS, Julie Shepherd from Benefit Full Circle, Friends of Monze, 

Giakonda, Carol Shepherd and all other people who have supported us with their 

donations and their time. 

       
                                         
Women 4Resources 
The Environment Centre, Pier Street  
Swansea SA1 1RY                                
info@women4resources.org 
www.women4resources.org 
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CHAIR’S REPORT 

“If you want to tackle poverty in Wales we need to talk 

about gender”                           (Chwarae Teg 2015) 

This year we celebrated W4R’s tenth anniversary remembering our response to a 

request from a group of Liberian women at the time when Ellen Johnson Sirleaf had 

just been elected the first woman president of an African country. The group wanted 

to acquire business skills to get their family out of poverty and send daughters to 

school. We are now seeing increasing demands for similar skills acquisition from 

women in Wales adversely affected by local and European issues. Together with 

support from CAE (Centre for African Entrepreneurship) local business women, 

SWANFRICA, GWEN was established (Grassroots Women Entrepreneur Network) 

offering early support through participative workshops. We continue to work 

alongside the Swansea Women’s Asylum and Refugee Support group who got 

involved with our Charity Pop Up Shop raising money themselves for the group to 

add to monies contributed by us. Our partnership continues with ROCL, Reaching Out 

Changing Lives, in Vihiga, Kenya, running two libraries preventing school drop out of 

girls. The volunteers are business women often struggling to keep profitability 

themselves. 

Women4Resources is proud to be a grass roots charity of Diaspora and local women 

working together. 

“Poverty is a women’s issue in Africa “    

         (World Bank 2015) 

Jennifer Twelvetrees 
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Work with our Partner ROCL, Vihiga, Kenya  

 

 

                                               

Report - Susan Jumba, Kenya 

The year 2016 started off on a very low key. On the bright side of things, we had 

Diana one of the girls we have supported since primary education sit for her 

secondary school exam which will necessitate her  to join a college upon getting 

satisfactory grades. Supporting a girl for 6 years whose education would have been 

halted due to lack of support is no mean achievement.   

The services at the libraries continue to grow even though we are constantly faced 

with the challenge of losing books. There is need to continue training the librarians to 

ensure safety of books and optimum help to the library users. The Kenyan 
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government banned holiday coaching for students and this to an extent affected our 

services.  

An area l have found satisfying is picking girls whose future looks bleak due to lack of 

fees and ensuring  they stay in school. This doesn’t come with its own challenges. 

These girls beyond financial support need training on life skills. This remains a 

challenge. So far we have 2 girls on secondary school both very needy cases. One is in 

form one at Kaimosi Girls and the other at Keveye girls in form 2. 

The women continue to pursue business ventures to support their families. Most are 

engaged in fast moving consumer goods for quick returns. One group is involved  in 

hiring chairs. They are looking for support for a tent which they have ascertained will 

bring in some money to help expand their business. It goes without mention that 

these women need to be helped further. 

This is an election year. We are going into elections in a month’s time. There may be 

need to reengage with the county government depending on who wins. We hope 

that the new leader (if it so happens) will not take too long to invite us for a briefing 

on our work and that they will be supportive of this cause. 
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Books for Kenya - Fundraising Dinner and Book Collection 

 

   

                                      

The dinner was a great success with guests 

enjoying  a lovely buffet meal,  and having 

plenty of opportunity to meet new people or 

chat with friends – a good fundraiser as well 

as a great way to network! 
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A big Thank You  

to the schools and education departments who donated books to us for 
the libraries 

 

Dan y Coed Adult Education  

Gors Primary School 

Gwyrosydd Primary School 

Pen y Fro Primary School 

 

                               

   

 

 
Our trustee Edna Wachira getting the books ready to be shipped to Vihiga, Kenya 
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Celebrating International Women’s Day  

A Pop up Shop in Swansea City Centre - Impressions from a new   

 Women4Resources volunteer. 

I had only been involved with W4R for a few months thanks to seeing their publicity 

in the Environment Centre on Pier Street so I was looking forward to  meeting other 

volunteers in the Pop Up Shop. I found it easily and was soon introduced to some 

amazing women and it transpired that this project entailed a lot more than just 

making some money.  There was a great atmosphere and busy women were getting 

to know each other and sharing ideas for future projects happy and with great 

confidence. The new W4R T-shirts really helped us to bond together quickly as a 

team. I wore mine again with pride when I visited the Welsh Government Offices 

later in the year as they are so effective at getting our message across.  
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As you can see from Claudia Mollzahn’s excellent plan the shop had hosted two days 

of wonderful activities before I attended on the Saturday. For me, amongst the 

highlights on the Saturday were the henna hand painting sessions and the forays we 

did outside the shop to encourage people walking by to enter the shop and engage 

with our project.  

To conclude I think this project had great leadership from our chair, professional 

support and effective planning by our board of trustees and hard work and 

commitment from all the volunteers. All these elements will contribute to many 

successful new endeavours for Women4Resources. 

Camilla Lovelace 
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GWEN  - Grassroots Women’s Entrepreneur Network 

The idea grew out of a day Women4Resources and the Centre for African 

Entrepreneurship ran in September 2016. Nearly 30 women attended and there was 

clearly the need and the desire to carry on and take this further. We were fortunate 

to receive £5000 from Santander Bank to employ an organiser to grow this network. 

In January we met again bringing together experienced volunteers, some of them 

founders of charities and running businesses, and women at the early stages of 

setting up a business. Entrepreneurship in all its forms was highlighted – be it as part 

of community action here in Wales or in Africa, or as part of a business enterprise.  

With the help of the organiser funded by Santander we were also able to run a Pop 

Up Shop at the Creative Bubble Shop in March 2017 which offered women the 

opportunity to gain practical business skills through volunteering in a retail setting.  

Day       Cafe Shop Money Activities 

Thursday  
 

  11am-1pm 
2pm-4pm 

AM 
 

Rebecca  
10.30am-2pm 

Irene 
10am-1.30pm 

Gail 
10.am-1.30pm 

Budgeting/ 
GWEN 
Julie and Rosetta 

PM 
 

Claudia Virginia 
1.30pm-5pm 

Solomie 
1.30pm-5pm  
 

Fair Trade 
Jennifer 

Friday 
 

   11am-1pm 
2pm-4pm 

AM 
 

Lydie 
9.45-11.45am 
 
Jennifer  
11.45am-1pm 

Rebecca 
10.30am-2pm  

Claudia  
10-11am 
 
Myriam 
11am-2pm 

Upcycling 
Chantelle and Claudia 

PM 
 

Claudia 1-2pm 
 
Jennifer 2-5pm 

 
 
 

Tessa 
1.30pm-5pm 

Big Knit 
Claudia 
 

Saturday 
 

   11am-1pm 
2pm-4pm 

AM 
 

Claudia Camilla 
10.30am 

Jennifer 
 

Make Pads/ SWANFRICA 
Deana 

PM 
 

Claudia Camilla 
until 3.30pm 

Jennifer Henna  
Women’s Refugee  
and Asylum Group 
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Thanks to UWTD for the use of the Creative Bubble Shop 

 

Big Knit Activity 

Make Your Own Pad 

Workshop 
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Volunteering For Skills Project 

This project is funded by the Big Lottery Awards for All fund.  We were awarded 

nearly £ 5000 to engage 10 disadvantaged young women from diverse backgrounds 

to volunteer with Women4Resources. Women were to be matched with mentors 

from 6 organisations to support them with their professional development. 

In August 2016 Claudia Mollzahn from Briga’s Hand was chosen to work with 

Women4Resources on this project on a freelance basis. One of the initial tasks was to 

pull together everything that already existed in terms of volunteer management, and 

then fill the gaps, so that all new volunteers could get the best out of their 

experience.  The most consistent volunteers have been in the office and, as a project, 

the planning and the running of the Pop up Shop. At the shop event women from 

diverse backgrounds of all ages came together, sharing their skills and gaining new 

ones, as well as having a good time with each other. 

 The Volunteering for Skills project has enabled us to move into the Environment 

Centre where we now have a dedicated desk space. It is a great place to be, sharing 

the building with other groups and organisations as well as being able to hire space 

and use the cafe. An introduction to Mentoring Day is planned to take place in July. 

We will finish the project on a positive note, getting feedback from participating 

women that will hopefully  help us in securing future funding to continue to support 

our volunteer  base.  

 

“The opportunity to engage with 

others was hugely important, and 

the workshops were brilliant” 

Chair, Swansea Women’s Asylum and Refugee 

Support Group 
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SWANFRICA- a Swansea Bay Network 
 

Throughout the year we have continued to work with other groups and charities   

which work in partnership between Wales and Africa in the Swansea Bay area. 

Groups were invited to our day in January on entrepreneurship, volunteering and 

community action. The pop- up- shop in March provided another opportunity for 

members to come together.   

 

 

 

Together we are stronger and more effective.   
A SWANFRICA member  

Fair Trade Goods for sale from 

Friends Of Monze and Love 

Zimbabwe  
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We ran a workshop at the Wales Africa 

Hub International Development 

Summit  which celebrated the tenth 

year of this Welsh Government 

initiative. We are proud that 

Women4Resources has been engaged 

right from the beginning.  

 

 Mrs Amayo, wife to the 

Kenyan Ambassador at a 

Wales Africa hub event 

with our chair Jennifer 

Twelvetrees and one of 

our Kenyan trustees 

Edna Wachira.  

The photo was taken by 

His Excellence Mr 

Lazarus Amayo 
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New Website 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                

Thanks to funding from SCVS 

we have been able to have our 

website revamped and 

updated. Rhianne Griffiths  

from Peninsula is working with 

us on this, and in future we are 

hoping to be able to be self 

sufficient and look after the 

site ourselves.  

Our new roller banners 

financed through the SCVS 

grant. 
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WOMEN4RESOURCES FINANCE REPORT 2016-2017 

Opening Balance for 2016-2017    £4,200.96 
 
INCOME 
 
Donations from private individuals    £1,006.46 
WEN payment for March 2016 event     £   150.00 
Bank interest/payments (Nationwide & Barclays)  £   110.71 
Awards for All Grant (Restricted) incl. P-U-Shop   £5,478.70 
Santander Grant  (Restricted)     £5,000.00 
SCVS Grant (Restricted)      £   970.00 
Fundraising Dinner       £   510.20 
 
TOTAL INCOME                £13,226.07 
_______________________________________________________ 
EXPENDITURE 
 
ROCL (incl. bank charges)      £3,081.84 
Awards for All (incl. Pop Up Shop)     £2,422.42 
Santander Grant        £1,320.00 
SCVS Grant        £   924.60 
WEN Childcare/Travel       £     60.10 
Other expenditure (stationery, etc.)    £     97.06 
 
TOTAL EXPENDITURE      £7,906.02 
 

BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD FOR 2016-2017 
 
Available funds from 6 April 2017          £9,486.30 
 
 

A big thank you to all our supporters and to the volunteers who make our work 

possible.  


